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Damages . 

PUBLIC LAW 85-202-AUG. 28, 1957 [71 ST A T . 

"The Secretary of State acting through such officers as he may 
designate, is further authorized to consider, adjust, and pay from 
funds appropriated for the project, the construction of which resulted 
in damages, any claim for damages accruing after March 31, 1937, 
caused to owners of lands or other private property of any kind by 
reason of the operations of the United States, its officers or employees, 
in the survey, construction, operation, or maintenance of any project 
constructed or administered through the American Commissioner, 
International Boundary and Water Commission, United States and 
Mexico, if such claim for damages does not exceed $1,000 and has 
been filed with the American Commissioner within one year after the 
damage is alleged to have occurred, and when in the opinion of the 
American Commissioner such claim is substantiated by a report of a 
board appointed by the said Commissioner." 

Approved August 28, 1957. 
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Judic ia l Confeiv 
ence. 

AN ACT 
To amend section 331 of title 28, United States Code, to provide representation 

of district judges on the Judicial Conference of the United States. 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the first three 
paragraphs of section 331 of title 28, United States Code, are amended 
so as to constitute three paragraphs reading as follows: 

"§331. Judicial Conference of the United States 
"The Chief Justice of the United States shall summon annually 

the chief judge of each judicial circuit, the chief judge of the Court 
of Claims and a district judge from each judicial circuit to a con­
ference at such time and place in the United States as he may desig­
nate. He shall preside at such conference which shall be known as 
the Judicial Conference of the United States. Special sessions of the 
conference may be called by the Chief Justice at such times and places 
as he may designate. 

"The district judge to be summoned from each judicial circuit shall 
be chosen by the circuit and district judges of the circuit at the an­
nual judicial conference of the circuit held pursuant to section 333 of 
this title and shall serve as a member of the conference for three suc­
cessive years, except that in the year following the enactment of 
this amended section the judges m the first, fourth, seventh, and 
tenth circuits shall choose a district judge to serve for one year, the 
judges in the second, fifth, and eighth circuits shall choose a district 
judge to serve for two years and the judges in the third, sixth, ninth, 
and District of Columbia circuits shall choose a district judge to 
serve for three years. 

"If the chief judge of any circuit or the district judge chosen by 
the judges of the circuit is unable to attend, the Chief Justice may 
summon any other circuit or district judge from such circuit. If the 
chief judge of the Court of Claims is unable to attend the Chief Jus­
tice may summon an associate judge of such court. Every judge 
summoned shall attend and, unless excused by the Chief Justice, shall 
remain throughout the sessions of the conference and advise as to the 
needs of his circuit or court and as to any matters in respect of which 
the administration of justice in the courts of the United States may 
be improved." 

Approved August 28, 1957. 
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